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EDITORIAL 
{ am sitting in the Trans Australia and 
we have just passed thraughReTas a tiny rei luay 


town 1333 km from Perth, near the centre ot the 
longest piece of straight track in the world, 
This ‘long straight’ extends 478 km between Ooldea 
and Nurina on the Nullabor Plain. 

The Trans Australian now runs from Keswick 
Station in Adelaide, via Port Pirie, to Perth. 
This particular train I am on has an interesting 
consist of 13 carriages and eight flat cars, tive 
with ‘piggy back' trailers and three with motor 
cars, hauled by double-headed GM locomotives ot 
the ANR - one in the old red and silver: colours, 
and the other in the new green and yellow livery. 

So you don't have a car carrier for vour 
mode! - well, you can always copy the ANR and 
attach a flat car or two with cars or semi-trailers 
roped on to. them. Hang a tail disc from the 
knuckle coupler and aftix a couple of road marking 
lamps for the lights. Both the Trans Australian 
and the Indian Pacific trains travel this way 
between Port Pirie and Perth. 

This particular part of the country is easily 
modelled - a flat board, a straight track, an 
occasional (very occasional) tree and little else, 
except spinifex and salt bush. A small group 


‘of railway houses every 30 to 50 km, sometimes 


with a passing loop, and at the larger places 
a telegraph station and a school. Cook has re- 
fuelling and water with a small yard. 

Alongside the track will be found old sleep- 
ers, short lengths ot rail, even some 'snap-track' 
in places, old 44 gallon drums that used to have 
rail spikes, flashplates, bolts, etc, in them, 
and in one spot IT saw a broken knuckle coupler 
and part of a steel tyre off a wheel. The signal 
and telegraph line follows alongside the railway 
line, and on the treeless Nullabor Plain, what 
look like old windmill towers with ne&ts on the 
top of them. They were put there for the brids 
to nest in so that they do not build their nests 
in the’ Trans, positions of the signal and telegraph 
line and short out the wires. 

I can recommend train travel as a perfect 
way to start or finish, or even have your holiday. 
I have always found it interesting and relaxing. 
You can sit back in your compartment or in pleasant 
company in the club or buffet car while watching 
the world go by. 

Rex Little 
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ON THE COVER 


This scene depicts some of the structure 
of the famous HO scale 'Menangle' layout, built 
by the Model Workshops Group. 

Photo by Jack Parker 
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HE SECRETARY S_DESK 


IT hope you all have filled in and returned 
the Subscription Renewal form by now; only having 
the one sheet this year should not cause the prob- 
lem of last year, when apparently many put aside 
the sheets when noticing a ballot was involved 
and did not notice the renewal torm till very 
much later. 

We still have problems with members moving 
and not notifying the Registrar. We, at present, 
have three members of which their present where- 
abouts is unknown, namely, R J Jenkins of NSW, 
RK Hodges and P M Wilding both of WA, {f any 
one knows of their present whereabouts, please 
let the Registrar know, and tor the umpt eenth 
time, his address is included in the credits of 
each Journal. 

Whether there will be any change in the next 
COM remains to be. seen; new blood could have 
new ideas and be able to motivate members more 
than in the past - time will tell. 

Victoria, Western Australia and Queensland 
Branches all had successful exhibitions this year, 
and it remains to be seen if New South Wales, 
in their new venue at Liverpool, will be in the 
Same boat, or should it be train. 

Another set of heading sheets have been pre- 
pared, and we at long last should be Starting 
the Information Files, but the fact that all those 
involved do «wot live within easy distance of one 
another does create problems, even though there 
will be some who do not agree with such a state- 
ment. 


Norm Read 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


In Journal 154, May/June 1983, I reported 
that all articles on Scratchbuilding published 
in the next six issues of Journal would be judged 
on their merit; the member submitting the most 
helpful article to receive two years' member ship 
of AMRA, Only two Queensland members saw fit 
to submit articles on Scratchbuilding Sn34 rolling 
stock. The sponsor, in his wisdom, feels that, 
due to the lack of interest shown, the contest 
is now null and void and has withdrawn his offer. 
It is realised that Journal is not one of the 
‘glossy model magazines' which retail at various 
prices, but, by putting forward helpful hints 
and ideas, your fellow members, possibly, many 
you have never met are gaining from your ideas 
and experience. 

Hopefully, if and when a similar contest 
is announced, perhaps more support will be forth- 


coming. 
At the time of writing this 'Corner' (mid 
August), the Federal Registrar has advised that 


the membership renewals are coming in thick and 
fast. Let's keep him busy. 

On a more sombre note; following the loss 
of Gordon Duncan as Managing Editor of Journal, 
I approached Tim Dunlop to see if he would be 
prepared to fill the void. He agreed on the 
understanding that his acceptance would only be 
on a temporary basis. 

Now, due to personal commitments, he has 
advised that he will be unable to continue in 
his voluntary duties as Managing Editor and printer 
of Journal after December 1984. 

I realise that time, or the lack of, can 
be our greatest enemy, but I trust that, as has 
happened during the many years that this Assoc- 
lation has been in existence, we will find members 
who are willing to fill these positions. 

Keith Wilcox 
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PROGRESS ON RAIL MUSEUM 


Reprinted from Bellingen Shire Supplement, NSW 


Dorrigo Steam Railway and Museum's move to 
Dorrigo is progressing rapidly. 

Architects can see light at the end of the 
tunnel in a project to bring back to life the 
69 km Dorrigo to Glenreagh branch line. 

This line, which passes through some magnif- 
icent mountain and valley scenery, was closed 
in 1972 because of falling business. 

The line was built in 1924, It has a grad- 
ient of 1 in 30 in places. There are 15 bridges 
and two tunnels on it. 

Reopening the line and starting up regular 
steam locomotive tourist runs is the task of the 
Dorrigo Steam Railway and Museum. 

Without a line for its vast collection of 
stock at Newcastle, the museum has’ recognised 
the potential of the Dorrigo-Glenreagh line and 
will relocate all its activities to Dorrigo. 
It has already changed its name to Dorrigo Steam 
Railway and Museum from the Hunter Valley Museum. 

The line is still in good order generally. 
Just before it was closed, most of the sleepers 
were renewed. But there have been small wash- 
aways, fire has damaged some of the bridges and 
thick vegetation on the line must be cleared. 
Members of the Museum, as well as volunteers from 
Dorrigo and Coffs Harbour with the use of heavy 
machinery, have been making good progress. 

John Wilson has moved to Dorrigo to supervise 
all the work. Keith Jones, the Museum's Secre- 
tary/Manager, is back in Newcastle calling the 
shots from there. 

A building has been found in Dorrigo for 
the Manager's residence and office, and the huge 
task of shifting relics from Newcastle has begun. 

The collection includes locomotives, dating 
back to the 1870s, carriages, wagons, uniforms, 
clocks, badges, lamps, tickets and posters. 

Dorrigo will be the base for operating public 
steam hauled excursions over all or part of the 
line. Facilities like turntables, pits, water 
towers, trackwork, platforms and buildings remain 
intact. 

Agreements for use of the Dorrigo-Glenreagh 
line have been drawn up with the State Rail Author- 
ity and the Australian Federated Union of Loco- 
motive Enginemen. 

Mr Jones said the museum has raised over 
$200 OOO from members’ own pockets to save the 
collection. "Because we are not yet open to 
the public, we have no other income than donations 
from our members. Further items are constantly 
available, but frequently go to scrap due to lack 
of finance.” 

Mr Jones said annual membership of $20 was 
inadequate to finance major expenses. Separate 
appeals were run to finance each individual item. 
With 320 members and friends, the museum's average 
cash income in 1981 exceeded $800 a week. 

The museum has now purchased its own semi- 
trailer, complete with low loader and already 
several loads of wagons and spare parts have been 
shifted to Dorrigo. 

To date, 33 various items of rolling stock 
are on the sidings at Glenreagh awaiting the com- 
pletion of the line to Dorrigo. Ten wagons have 
been trucked to Dorrigo, as well as 13 steam 
engines. 

A push is on to have the line open to Louana 
Station, and when this is completed, the 150 items 
of rolling stock and 32 steam engines will be 
brought by rail from Newcastle to Louana to await 
the final shift to Dorrigo. 

The line from Dorrigo has now been cleared 
to Brooklana. 
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WEATHER OR NOT TO WEATHER 


by John Hill 


Railway vehicles are not treated to tender 
loving care, such as monthly wash and polish which 
is lavished upon the average family car. they 
have to endure mishandling by truckies, forklifts 
and the like, not to mention endless hours of 
sun, rain and dust. 

I think we all aspire to life-like modelling 
and operating of our trains. Let's complete 
the picture of realism. Weather some wagons - not 
all - but some! As Cromwell said, ‘If you paint 
me, paint me warts and all’. 

To start with, I'll give you a short list 
of items I use. 


An Air Brush - mine is a Badger 200 


A + oz size cup (this is great when spraying small 
amounts of paint in succession) 


Floquil Paints - Model Railroad Weathering Kit 
(Grimy Black, Dust, Rust, Grime, Mud and Dio Sol) 


Additional - Weathered Black 
colours 


) 
Grimy Black ) 
Grime ) Dio-Sol and Toluene 

) are the thinners 

) 

) 


for Floquil 


Engine Black 

Roof Brown 

Box Car Red 
Driftwood ) 


Humbrol Clear Gloss - Humbrol thinners 


Testors Dullcoat (Matt) - Testors 
thinners 


SS - 
eens = 
SS SS fe : 
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Mineral Turps - for general washing up and flushing 
out of air brush 


_~Masking Tape 


Cy 


Rubber Cement (available from Art Supply Stores) 


Rubber Pick (available 
Stores) 


Cement from Art Supply 


A couple of good quality brushes - namely ‘Windsor 
and Newton' Series 3A, No 2 and one ‘Windsor and 
Newton' Series 3A, No 6 


Be warned - they are not cheap, but if well looked 
after they'll last and last, as well as give re- 
sults 


First of all - if you smoke, put it out. All 
these paints have highly flammable’ vapours. 
Before you start, dilute your colour 50/50 with 
thinners. Now let's try a lightly weathered 
vehicle, one that has already been painted and 
decalled. All you need to do is to give it a 
light 'Waff' of 'Grime' and 'Roof Brown', applied 
in succession, to the body and some weathering 
to the bogies and buffers with progressive light 


sprayings of engine black, roof brown and a few 
touches of box car red and rust (to simulate rust 
on the springs and brake irons and buffer heads). 

With this experience behind you, why not 
try one or two heavily weathered ones, say a wooden 
gondola first, say, for instance, a QGR 'H' wagon. 

To achieve this effect, you have to begin 
the process at the bare unpainted stage. 

First distress the planks and boards with 
an 'Exacto' knife and junior saw blade which is 
dragged sideways along the length of the wagon 
to simulate aged cracking timber. Now spray 
the whole wagon inside and out with 'Driftwood' 
and set aside to dry. Next dry brush some rubber 
cement along the grain of timber on the outside 
surfaces and let dry. Now apply a coat of 'Box 
Car Red' over this; before doing this, mask off 
the interior surfaces with masking tape. After 
the ‘Box Car Red', dry brush another layer of 
rubber cement. Then after the rubber cement has 


dried, spray a subsequent coat of 'Box Car Red’ 
or grey (depending on the era). You can at this 
stage apply your lettering and lightly weather 
the vehicle as above. NOW! Take your rubber 
pick and rub it across the surfaces. It will 
pick off any paint and lettering that has rubber 
cement under it. WHAT AN EFFECT! A real mottly 
old wagon. 

You can now enhance the effect by applying 
earth coloured chalks, mixed white or black chalk 
with a brush and fixed in place with matt spray. 


adds a spray of dust, 
etc, to an English 


John Hill 
grime, muck, 
Locomotive. 


by this time, feel really adventurous 
to try your new begotten talent out on 
a steel van or an old steel hopper, then you can 
follow the above procedure, but substitute 'Rust', 
'Box Car Red' and ‘Roof Brown' for 'Driftwood', 
and instead of distressing the timber, you should, 
with care, gently apply heat here and there with 
a small pencil tipped soldering iron. This way 
you can introduce dents and distortions due to 
loads which have, at one stage or another, been 
dumped into it. 

To weather the rooves of vans and coaches, 
Streak them with the aid of a piece of thin, but 
stiff card. Load the air brush with, say, roof 
brown, adjust the brush to a fine spray and spray 
in a downwards motion actually on the card, about 
10 millimetres in from the edge, so the roof only 
gets light waffs of overspray. Continue this 
procedure along the roof's length. Hold the 
vehicle on such an angle as to allow some overspray 
to hit the horizontal protrusions on the sides 
and ends. : 

I hope these notes will help you reach out 
for greater realism in your models. 

Good modelling! 


and want 
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EXHIBITIONS —A 


y Dave Brown 


Every March, AMRA Victorian Branch holds its 
annual exhibition at Camberwell. The public 
is able to see layouts in operation, ask questions 
of experienced modellers, have a look at ARHS 
film shows, and generally have an enjoyable day's 
Outing. 

AMRA has its own exhibition layout - Modrail. 
Based on Australian Prototype, it measures 24' 
x 12', with a 4' x 2' turntable module inside 
the main layout. Featuring a delightful model 
of Gorfield station (actually Caulfield with some 
differences - it fooled AMRM), three running lines 
and extensive yards; it can handle three trains 
at one time with storage for many more. 


It is in the matter of presentation that 
I feel we fell down this year. Firstly, standard 
of dress. Some trade stands had their human 


displays most tastefully dressed; in one isntance 
light green shirts, dark green ties and an identi- 
fication badge. In contrast, AMRA members must 
have looked a motley lot of hoons, Simply because 
of the standard of dress. One man did come dress- 
ed in a collar and tie, but not all of us. Before 
Someone has a go at me, I know I was one of the 
"motley hoons'. I should have known better, 
but I didn't. Steps have been taken, however, 
to remedy the situation by the adoption of a Club 


jacket. I hope these jackets are - 
] made compulsory for ALL exhibitors, and 
2 are worn with a collar and tie. 


Next year should see a great improvement in dress 
Standards. 

Secondly, methods of running the layout. 
Everybody knows that NSW/ANR runs on standard 
gauge and VR/SAR-ANR runs on broad gauge, so why 
not separate the two. Use one main line for 
Standard gauge and the other main line and the 
branch line for broad gauge. If you want to 
run a typical Camden (NSW) branch line train and 
haven't got a 20, 30 or 41 class loco, don't do 


as I did and power it with a XK Class(?). Don’ & 
run it at all. 
The case will always arise where a_ speck 


of dirt on the track will refuse to let a loco 
Start. It is the same situation as derailments 
in tunnels or powered units, never dummy units 
falling off the layout with disastrous results. 
If Murphy is around, he will strike, have no fear! 
Instead of the dirty great 0-5-0 shunter descending 
from high to give the loco an almighty thump, 


why not give the baseboard underneath the loco 
a discreet tap. It works 99% of the time. 
When the other 1% crops up, fail the loco as the 


CRITICAL LOOK 


prototype does and bring out the shunter (not 
the QO-5-O one) to cart the errant loco off to 
works, While you do that, run another train, 


no one at an exhibition likes to see tracks without 
anything running on them, especially at judging 
time. Shunting is to be encouraged, but only 
if it doesn't impede other trains. 

Couplings should be standard, in our case 
Kadees, so provide magnetic uncouplers at all 
pertinent locations - again to get rid of that 
accursed 0-5-0. Kadees are designed for automatic 


uncoupling without human intervention, so use 
them as intended. All items of rolling stock, 
locos, etc, should have their couplings checked 
for height, correct trip pins (glad hands) and 
proper operation. If any of these three con- 


ditions are not met, the item should not be allowed 
on the layout until the faults are rectified. 
We run trains for the general public, trouble- 
free operation must be pursued as far as possible. 
It may well be the case that a would-be modeller 
would be diverted from the hobby if he/she sees 
persistent failures, coupler faults, etc. The 
same applies to wheels. If they don't satisfy 
the standard gauge, fix them until they do, or 
ban them from the layout. If bogies don't swivel 
freely, free them. If, after all your precau- 
tions, something still derails, remove it. De- 
railments are a pain in the neck, especially in 
front of hundreds of people. On set-up day, 


check everything, point motors, track gauge, 
lights, everything, and then check it again. 
Just before opening time, check it all again. 


Only by a system of exhaustively checking every- 
thing can we expect to run trouble-free trains 
for the people who pay their money to see them. 


SUMMARISING 


1 Dress the way you would when you apply for 
an important job. 


2 Separate standard and broad gauge. If you 
want to mix them, use bogie exchangeable vehicles, 
and vehicles that you know have run on that partic- 
ular gauge. | 


3 Check everything, and develop standards that 
MUST be adhered to. 


4 No hand shunting - use couplers as they are 
designed. 


In closing, I must stress that these are 
only my personal view points; obviously other 
people will have different opinions. I invite 
them to write to Journal with their ideas, after 
all, it can only improve our performances. 


KEK HEE EEK KEK EHH HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHE IEE IEE 


ROAD VEHICLES FOR MODEL RAILWAYS 


by A Nonny Mouse 


There is a very large range of cast metal 
"toy cars' and models of road vehicles available 
to railway modellers for the 'population’ of the 
roads and car parks of their model railway layouts. 
In many cases the scale of the model is given 
on the side of the box in which the vehicle comes, 
and sometimes it is cast onto the base of the 
vehicle. However, in many other cases, the model- 
ler has no information given to him on the scale 
of the model in which he is interested, and this 
Can cause some problems in knowing whether the 
item concerned will ‘look right' on the layout. 
Of course, the model can always be measured up 
and then calculated back to the prototype dimen- 
Sions - but how many modellers know the length 
of a Jaguar XK 140 or a VW Camper? 


The MATCHBOX series of cast metal toy cars 
which have been around since the mid 50s provides 
a useful source of model road vehicles for the 


railway modeller, and the MATCHBOX catalogues 
used to give some information on the scale of 
their models, However, few people have access 


to these catalogues (I have eight of them in my 
mousehole), and I thought it would be a help if 
modellers, who, when looking at a MATCHBOX toy, 
ask themselves "Will it look right?", could also 
look up some information from 'The Fantastic Hobby- 
shop Matchbox Buying List' (published by The Fan- 
tastic Hobbyshop of 34 Angel Arcade, Ash Street, 
Sydney 2000), the next few issues of Journal will 
contain tabulated data on the year of introduction, 
the colour(s) and the scale of the MATCHBOX range. 
The first ll of these are given below. 'MW' 
in the table stands for ‘metal wheels'. 


AMRA Journal No lo2 Page 134 

CAT NO YEAR ISSUED DESCRIPTION COLOUR(S ) SCALF 
| 1953 Diese! Road Roller Green and red MW i44/] 
1959 Diesel Road Roller Green and red MW 90/ | 

1962 Diese! Koad Roller Green and red MW B6/ | 

1967 Diesel Road Rolie: Green and red 46/ | 

1968 Mercedes Truck Green and orange 37 / | 

1970 Mercedes Truck ald and yellow 87/ | 

1972 Mod Rod('! ) Yellow 62/1 

1976 Dodge Challenger Red 05/ | 

2 £953 Dumper Truck Green and red MW 93/1 
1959 Dumper Truck Green and red 75/1 

1963 Muir Hill Dump Truck Green and red 71/) 

1966 Muir Hilt Dump Truck Orange and green 6 2B ane 

1968 Mercedes Traiier Green and orange Si/1- 

i970 Mercedes Trailer Goid and yellow 87/1 

1975 Hot 10d Jéep(') Mauve 68/ | 

1977 Hovercraft Green and cream 190/ | 
3 1953 Cement Mixer Ked and green 06, 1°. 
1954 Cement Mixer Blue and orange 66/ | 

1956 Cement Mixer Blue 66/} 

L961 Bedford Tip Truck Grey and «1 imson 85/1 

1968 Mercedes Ambulance Cream 69/1 

1979 Monteverdi Hai Red 58/1 

1980 Porsche Turbo White 58/1 

4 1954 Tractor Red MW 75/1 
L959 Triumph M/C Sidecar Metallic light blue 42/1 

1967 Stake Truck Green and yellow 86/ | 

1972 Gruesome Twosome(') Gold 60/1 

(976 Pontiac Firebird Blue 67/\ 

5 L954 London Bus Red MW 198/1 
1958 London Bus Red MW 158/! 

1960 London Bus Red {50/1 

1970 Lotus Europe Klue, later purple 55/1 

1976 Seafire (boat) Blue and white 58/1 

6 1956 Quarry Truck Orange and grey MW 126/1 
1958 Quarry Truck Orange and grey 114/) 

1959 Quarry Truck Yellow 108/ 1 

1967 Quarry Truck Yellow 80/ } 

1967 Quarry Truck Yellow 146/1 

1969 Ford Pick-up Truck Red and white 67/1 

1975 Mercedes Tourer Gold 58/1. 

7 1955 Horse Milk Float Orange and brown 1257/1 
196] Ford Anglia 10O5E Light blue 62/ | 

1967 Ford Refuse Truck Orange and grey 85/1 

1973 Hairy Hust ter(!) Metallic orange 52/7 F 

1977 VW Golt Green I2/ 1 

8 1955 Caterpillar Tractor Yellow 137/14 
1957 Caterpillar Tractor Yellow 1177/4: 

1959 Caterpillar Tractor Yellow 11271 

196] Caterpillar Tractor Yel low L02/) 

1967 Ford Mustang White (red in 1970) 65/1. 

197] Wildcat Dragster Orange 05/1: 

1976 De Tomaso Pantero White 59/1 

9 1955 Dennis Fire Engine Red 108/1 
1959 Merryweather Fire Engine Red 93/1 

1967 Boat and Trailer Blue and white 125/1 

1972 AMX Javelin Green 63/1 

1980 Ford Escort RS2000 White 05/ | 

10 1955 Mech Horse and Trailer Red and cream MW 160/1 
1958 Mech Horse and Trailer Crimson and cream MW 150/1 

196] Sugar Cont Truck Dark blue 112/1 

1967 Pipe Truck Red (orange in 1969) 92/1 

1973 Piston Popper(') Dark blue 65/1 

1980 Plymouth Police Car White and black 65/1 

11 1955 Esso Tanker Red (yellow in 1957) MW 125/1 
1960 Esso Tanker Red 100/1 

1965 Jumbo Crane Yellow 85/1 

1970 Scaffold Truck Silver 91/1 

1973 Flying Bug(!) Maroon 59/1 

1978 Car Transporter Red and cream 91/1 
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THE WASHINGTON 


by Graeme Nitz 


This is the first of what I hope will be 
a series of articles of the trials and tribulations 
of building the Washington Northern Railroad Co. 


BACKGROUND 


I have been a model railroader since I was 
about three years old. At this age I[ was still 
in the pusher, and one day my mother took me into 
Myers. When we got home mum took me out of the 
pusher and found that I had a piece of set track 
in the pusher with me. This seems to be the 
Start of an all consuming interest in trains which 
has not waned to the present. 

At the age of about eight 'Father Christmas’ 
left me a large amount of Hornby Dublo 3 rail 
equipment. ‘Father Christmas' was obviously 
not a train nut, or he would have known that the 
3 rail equipment was not compatible with the Triang 
2 rail trains I had at the time. There was some- 
thing railroady about these heavy old Dublo trains 
that the plastic Triang trains couldn't match. 
I still have fond memories of the days that 1 
would watch these great old trains clunk around 
the track (I hope Frank Sheeran is not reading 
this). 

These two incompatible systems were combined 
into my first layout which was built on an old 
wooden kitchen table that my parents had discarded. 
The layout consisted of a loop of three rail track 
with some siding in the middle that was surrounded 
by a loop of two rail track with sidings on the 
outside. This layout never received any refine- 
ments, such as scenery or buildings. 

In 1970 when I was 11, my parents fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition and embarked on a seven-month 
journey to Great Britian and Europe. We bought 
a Commer Campervan in London and camped our way 
around GB and Europe. When we were in London 
we stayed in London with my mum's Aunty Totsy 
in a tenament house in Leytonstone. This was 
a real eye opener for a young Australian as [| 
couldn't understand how anyone could live without 
a fridge or a bathroom, 

We used to shop in London in the main street 
of Leytonstone, and in this street there was heaven 
as far as an 11 year old was concerned - a shop 
that stocked what seemed to be all the items in 
the Triang catalogue. In retrospect, I can see 
that the shop was just a toy shop with some model 
trains, but to me then I was starryeyed, I used 
to haunt this shop trying to decide what equipment 
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f would take back to Oz. This equipment was 
incorporated into my layout, but it was still 
very much a toy train layout. Unfortunately, 


the 3 rail equipment was sold to make room for 
the Triang part of the layout. This 1s one thing 
that I have always regretted, and I wish I still 
had my Dublo Dutchess of Hamilton and the great 
little Esso tank car and all the other bits and 
pieces, 

In March 1971 I found real model trains at 
the AMRA Victorian Branch Exhibition at Camberwell, 
the second Victorian Branch Exhibition, and spent 
a full two days drooling over the fantastic ex- 
hibits, and I joined up as soon as I could. The 
first monthly meeting I attended was the 197) 
AGM. Boy, what a bore (one of the best things 
the Committee has done is to move the ACM from 
the April meeting to the June meeting). After 
the meeting, Bill Morehouse Suggested that I should 
come down the following Wednesday to help on the 
newly started HO Club layout (I think I am the 
only person still working on the layout from way 
back then). My involvement with this layout 
has taught me a lot about model railroading. 
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In 1973 I decided to sell off all my 00 scale 
equipment and change to N scale. This was the 
Start of my scale model railroading. I did a 
lot ot research before I decided on a prototype. 
t like electric locomotives, so the prototype 
had to be electrified. If I had known how to 
Speak German, I would probably have modelled the 
Deutche Bundesbahn, but as I didn't, I decided 
on an American prototype. There was only one 
electric locomotive available at the time for 
American railroads (this is still the case, apart 
from brass and some Japanese prototypes that have 
been lettered for the American market). This 
is how I came to be modelling the Pennsylvania 
railroad. 

Over the next seven years I built a couple 
of modules to run with the AMRA 'NTRAK' iayout, 
but I was never terribly happy with the N scale 
equipment available, and in 1980 I once again 
decided to change scales, this time to HO scale. 

[ started to design and build a layout in 
our house in Hawthorn, and had gotten to the stage 
that some of the benchwork was built when my _ par- 
ents decided that the house we owned was too big 
and it was time for a move. One of the conditions 
of the move was that I was to have a room for 
my layout. The house we decided we liked, unfort- 
unately, didn't have extra room suitable for a 
model railway, but it did have a large under the 
house opén garage. This was bricked in by a 
fellow AMRA member who was unemployed at the time 


(still is for that matter - anyone want a good 
Carpenter to build your benchwork?), Robert Black- 
ley; and there it was, a great train room with 


a clear area of 5.6 m x 6.3 m (18'5" x 20'8"), 

The room was finished by early 1982, but 
construction did not start then because I had 
decided to go on the ARE Best of Britian and West- 
ern Europe Tour which was led by Wal Stuchbery, 
and this meant that every spare cent I had had 
to be put aside for this trip. 

The layout was eventually started in April 
1984, and with Rob Blackley's help (I should say, 
with me helping Rob), the majority of the support- 
ing benchwork and the lighting valances are in- 
stalled. 

In Part 2 I will describe the make believe 
history of the WN RR. 
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JOURNAL NEWS 


Due to a collating error, pages 116 and 115 
of Issue 161 were reversed. Was it just a coinci- 
dence that the short article on Murphy's Law was 
on this page? Our apologies for any inconven- 


ence. 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made 


Or opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
Or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein, This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
Sidered unsuitable for publication. 


— — — 
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The 1984 Convention was held at the AMRA 
NSW Branch Clubrooms on Saturday 18 August, and 
was attended by “about 80 people (approximately 
half AMRA members), coming from as far afield 
as Glenn Innes, and indeed Roger Lloyd made the 
trek up from Melbourne to be present. 

The day started out with a welcoming speech 
from NSW Branch President, Bruce Norton, after 
which co-organiser James McInerney made a brief 
introductory speech, then handed over to the first 
speaker, Terry Flynn, who discussed the best way 
to encourage rolling stock to roll while staying 
on the tracks. He commented on the advantages 
of the various types of bearings available, dis- 
cussed the types of wheel profiles that gave the 
best performance, and recommended the most approp- 
riate amount of weight to add to the various 
lengths of vehicle. Also discussed was the fine 
tuning of Kadee couplers. He illustrated his 
talk with some rolling demonstrations using some 
of his rolling stock. 

Second presenter was Ian Dunn with a practical 
demonstration of painting a brass steam locomotive; 
in this case a Berg's 36 class. He went through 
the various stages of preparation of the model, 
the air brush and the painter! He then discussed 
the advantages of the various brands of paint, 
recommending the Craftsman self-etch black as 
being the best in terms of application and perman- 
ency to finish. To finish off, he sprayed the 
model before our eyes. 

Then came morning tea; ably served by the 
AMRA Ladies’ Auxiliary. This was followed by 
the first part of a joint presentation by co-organ- 
iser Ray Pilgrim and well known modeller Ron Cunn- 
ingham on designing and building a layout for 
operation. The first part was mainly concerned 
with setting minimum standards of baseboard width, 
steepest grades, minium radii curves and minimum 
width of aisles. They then went on to discuss 
the advantages of double-deck layouts and various 
ways of getting from one level to the next. 

After lunch the second part of Ray and Ron's 
presentation was continued with a discussion of 
the various ways of building double-deck base- 
boards. Also discussed was the most advantageous 
placement of the scenery and track to represent 
the various types of terrain found in NSW. 

Next was lan Dunn again with the second part 
of his presentation, in which he gave a practical 
demonstration of weathering on a brass 53 class. 
He discussed the types of weathering found in 
NSW and described his methods of reproducing them. 

Then came co-organiser James McInerney with 
a talk on modelling branch lines. He discussed 
the advantages of modelling branch lines for those 
with only a small area available, the types of 
locomotives normally found, the passenger rolling 
stock used, a short description of the style of 
station layout employed and a brief description 
of the type of traffic that ran on branches. 
He also had on display the first section of his 
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branch line layout and various items of rolling 
stock and buildings for the layout. 3 

Then it was time for afternoon tea and the 
modelling competition. The competition attracted 
entries in three sections; scratchbuilt loco- 
motives, scratchbuilt rolling stock and kit-bashed 
locofnot ives. There were three entries in the 
ick ner Locomotive section, a C35 class from 
PhiJ} Kelly, and 86 class from Philip Morgan and 
an I$ class from John Glastonbury. The kit-bashed 
locohotive section was entered by Glen Kilham 
withlan AIS diesel, Richard Davis with a 42] class, 
Phil}Kelly with a Z23 and John Glastonberry with 


a C}5 class. The scratchbuilt rolling’ stock 
was ‘represented by a TAM sleeping car by Kevin 
an a JHG in 0 by Burt Heatherington, another 
brake} van in O, this time in HG, by a tine modeller 


whose, name was inadvertently not recorded, and 
a daiyy tarmer's bogie milk tank by John Glaston- 
berry] The prizes were a Main West 421 class 
kit il} the kit-bashed locomotives, kindly provided 


by Cajula Hobbies of Liverpool and open orders 
and $40, respectively, for the scratchbuilt 


ot $2¢ 
rolling stock and locomotives, generously provided 


by Kéith Hudson's Modellers' World of Goulburn 
Street, Sydney. All three sections were won 
by John Glastonberry'! The two organisers were 


the fjudges. 


Next was Jack Parker with a very interesting 
dempnstration of the finer points of model photog- 
hy. He recommended the type of film to use 
and{|the best way to light the subject. He also 
briefly described his method of arriving at the 
apprippriate exposure for each shot. Jack then 
went; on to photograph the competition entries 
and the models on display. 
‘The day finished off with an open forum gen- 
eral \discussion during which the competition awards 
were \made, with further discussion ot the day's 
topids. Suggestions from the floor were also 
solic|ted for the 1985 Convention; some of the 
Suggestions which were received included painting 
and lining diesels, lighting for layouts, scenery, 
wiring, modelling gum. ‘trees, Command Control, 
Signalling and track laying. It is certain that 
at least some of these’ topics will be part of 
the 1985 Convention, | 

Models on display included a_escratchbuilt 
passenger train hauled by 3616 by Kevin Ryan, 
James. McInerney's ‘Wombat Flour Mill' module, 
goods shed and NSW goods and passenger trains, 
Tan Dunn, Kichard Davis and Leon Rudd also display- 
ed various locomotives and rail motors. 

The organisers wish to publicly thank the 
AMRA NSW Branch for providing the venue and general 
Support, the speakers, the various hobby shops 
and other organisations who helped advertise this 
event, in particular Casula Hobbies and Keith 
Hudson's Modellers' World, and last, but not least, 
those who attended and participated. 
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James Mclnerney's diorama feat- 
uring a scratchbuilt trestle 
which won second place in the 
Scratchbuilt Structures at 
the 1983 NSW Exhibition. The 
train is Trax 12 class, fitted 
with a modified Rails North 
.ow catcher hand painted and 
nodified F&G crew. The dog 
box is a Protype kit. 


This small shed was converted 
{rom an Airfix coal office 
by James McInerney, the pitch 
of the roof being reduced and 
windows, doors, roof and tanks 
scratchbuilt. — 


Ray Pilgrim and Ron Cunningham i, 
presenting their cliniex, on 
dyoul design. | 


be i OW 


james McInerney used this d1io- . 
raila tor his talk on modelling 
Branchline. The mill and 
office were constructed from 
a kit bashed Heljan brewery 
and bottling plant. he road 
LS | — 3 as bridge, fence, wagons and catch 
: ee ae point indicators are scratch- 
buale. The point and catch 
polit are connected with Colin 
Walle point rodding and = work 
if conjunction, 


The lever frame 1s a Rails North 
frame section with scratchbuilt 
levers and platforms. The 
operable signal the modified 
Ratio and includes a_ balance o, 


weight. The CPH 1s a= brass 
model, owned and painted by 
lan Dunn. 
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Phillip Morgan's’ scratch- 


built 86 class. 


Photos by Roger Lloyd, who 
hopes he can improve as a 
result of Jack Parker's 
clinic. 
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Q scale JHG  scratchbuilt 
by Bert Hetherington. 
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‘BOOK REVIEWS 


A HISTORY OF WAGR STEAM LOCOMOTIVES 
by Adrian Gunzburg 
ISBN UO 9599690 3 9 


Published by The Australian Railway 
Society (Western Australian Division Inc) 


$22.50 (or $19.50 to ARHS members) 


After reading only a few pages of this book, 
one is able to share the author's enthusiasm for 
WAGR steam locomotives, and so this helps to enjoy 
all of the care and research put into its compil- 
ation. 

The book gives a clear and concise history 
of the development of the locomotives and the 
railways in general within Western Australia from 
the first steam locomotives introduced in 1875 
up to the end of steam operations in 1972, Every 
one of the 46 types of design is well covered, 
with details of operation, liveries and numbers, 
etc, and follows their history from the builders' 
works to their ultimate disposal or scrapping. 
Included are the locos sold out of service to 
private timber lines - so thorough is the research 
by the author, some of these engines working on 
at least another 40 years after the others were 
scrapped. 


156 pages 


Historical 


Price 


The book is well illustrated with a collection 
of superb photographs, most unpublished before 
coupled with drawings of all the designs and the 
eight new types proposed in 1950, but never com- 
pleted, their places being taken by diesel-electric 
locomotives instead. Judging from the drawings 
of these proposed classes, they would have been 
an impressive sight on West Australian rails. 

Adrian Gunzburg has a pleasant readable Style 
and entertains the reader throughout with some 
very nice true stories about the locos, such as 


the strategic reserve of steam locomotives held 


back in store after the end of steam operations 
Tor use in times of c¢ 


ivil emergency or locomotive 


shortage. Alas, this wise WAGR policy only pre- 
eres for a while; for more details, read the 
ook. 


This book should be of interest, not only 
to fans of WAGR practice, but also to anybody 
interested in railways and the history of the 
State. IT can thoroughly recommend it for all 
West Australian book shelves as good value for 
money, and something you will want to read again 
and again. 

Kevin 
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PREVIEW : “ELECTRONICS FOR MODEL RAILWAYS” 


by Roger Lloyd 


Would you like some electronic animation 
on your layout? lf so, this is the book for 
you. The book was written by Victorian Branch 
member, Ken Stone, who works for Talking Elec- 
tronics, magazine publishers, and Ken combines 
his love of electronics with his model railway 
hobby. The result is this new book at the very 
reasonable price of $3.30. The book in-= soft 
cover 1s due to be released in tate August, and 
should be available from newsagents, stockists 
of ‘Talking Electronics' or direct from Talking 
Electronics at 35 Rosewarne Avenue, Cheltenham 
Vic 3192 (add 90 cents, post and packaging). 

Don't let the title scare you if you are 
not skilled in electronic circuits. some of 
the projects are very simple, and even the more 
complicated ones are made easy through the use 
of printed circuit boards. If you don't care 
to make your own boards, they are also available 
from the publishers at reasonable cost. 

One of the more interesting of the 20 circuits 
has been installed in the Branch's layout. This 
is the circuit for a light sequencer, and, in 
this case, has been used to contro! traftic lights 


in a prototypica) manner. The circuit can alse 
be used for a light chaser display or may be | 

switch bui. lig lights on and off as it someone 
inside was moving from room tv room. Another 


ears 


(Circuit controls a simulated rotating light on 
top of a tow truck. Yet another controls bern 
indicators and warning lights on vehicles at tie 
modelled intersection on the layout. 

While | have not personally constructed any 
of the circuits yet, Il have read through some 
of the articles and they are well written and 
clearly illustrated. Being Australian designed, 
the circuits use readily available components 
which 1s not always the case for foreign circults 
uSiNg exotic components. 

| can thoroughly recommend this book to both 
the expert and beginner alike. 
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"hese three photographs were 
taken shortly after an 
accident al the corner 
vf Wilcox and Stone Streets, 
Pantlands, on the Victorian 
Branch Layout. As LS 
jormal, the tow truck was 
'irst to arrive! 

Photos by Ken Stone 
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MODELLING IN Sn3" 


5n34 IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
9n34 TRACK 
by Graham Watson 


It has been mentioned on a number of o¢¢Casions 
that one ot the advantages of Sn3} 315 that Ut 
utilises 16.5 mm (HO/OO) gauge track, so it one 
does not wish to hand lay track, they can pure nase 
proprietory track. Fach of these alternatives 
have advantages and disadvantages and are worttiy 
of mention. 

Both of these alternatives have been used 
on the three Sn34 layouts owned by members within 
the '‘York' group. Les Hayter's ‘York’ Jayout 
and Richard Stallard's 'Koyonuk' layout both 
feature handbuilt trackwork, while Graham Watsun'- 
'Bindiup’ layout employs proprietory trackwork. 

The hand laid track was constructed trom 
Railcraft code 70 rail, glued to Balsa/Bass woud 
sleepers with 'Pliobond' contact adhesive using 
the techniques outlined in the May/June 197% AMRM 
article by Clive Huggins. 

It should be mentioned at this stage that 
all the point work has been constructed to NMRA 
Standards. 

The advantages of this trackwork, other than 
it is slightly cheaper than proprietory track, 
18 that it looks terrific' The low profile rail 


really sets off the scale length sleepers laid 
at prototypical spacings. 

The disadvantages are those inherrent in 
hand laid track in any scale. A modeller must 
first have the knowledge and the skil] to construct 


A scene from the 'Bindiup' layout 
showing the Peco code 100 track, 
with the rail sides painted rust 
brown and the sleepers completely 
covered with ballast. 


The ballast on the Mainline is 
granite chips, while the lighter 
coloured ballast in the yard is 
river sand. Judge for yourself 
the effect. 


the track, and, secondiy, the motivation tu build 
(Ne Ctack, and confident that the track plan wii 

Nol need any dlteration once the track is laid, 
a5 LU ois very difficult to litt the track without 
destroying i Ath added problem we have struck 
on the York layout has been that great” lengths 
of the track tas become unglued with the result 


that we have had to spike it in place. 

The ‘HKindiup' layout utilises Peco nickel 
silver tlexible track and Shinohara ponts; these 
points being constructed to NMRA standards 
(he advantage of using proprietory track taying 
does not take up a great deal of time and the 
track plan can be easily altered. A tactor aise 
with the Bindiup Layout using proprietory trackwork 
was that [| previously had a large HO Layout and 
so had a preat deal of track on hand! 


The disadvantages, other than those intrins- 
M¢Gdlly assouctated with proprietory track, ws that 


the «ode LUO rail is too high, even in > scale, 
and the sleepers are too small and too cluse tv 
wether. These tactors were overcome, we belive, 


successfully, by tirstly, painting the side ot 
the rails rust brown, and, secondly, covering 
over al: the sleepers with ballast and making 
the overall width of the ballast strip the proto. 
typical width. Although completely covering 
the sleepers with ballast is not universally typ- 
ical in WA, there is enough of it not to make 
the Bindiup trackwork look out of place. 
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WAGR RBW UPEN 


by Gavin Stallard 


WAGON IN Sn3 


This open wagon was «onstructed 
entirely ot sheet styrene and 
evergreen strip following WAGR 
general arrangement drawings. 
The bogies were cast in polyester 
resin in moulds made from scratch- 


built patterns. The wheels 
are MGW and the couplers are 
Kadee. The model was painted 


with Floquil and weathered with a 
wash of dirty turps after being 
lettered with Letraset. 


eae 
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WAGR GE FOUR-WHEEL OPEN WAGON 
IN Sn3 


by Simon Mead 


The parts of this wagon were cast 
in fibreglass resin from silicone 
rubber moulds, the patterns for 
which were produced by Gavin 
Stallard. The wheels are North 
Yard 12 mm _ eight-spoke wagon 
wheels running in EM Gauge Society 
‘'W' Irons and brass_ bearings. 
The brake gear is brass strip, 
while the vacuum cylinder is 
cast as an integeral part of the 
underframe. The model was paint - 
ed with Humbrol paints and letter- 
ed with M&J Decals. 
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REVIEW — LIMA XPT 


by Dave Brown 


The SRA XPT is a high speed diesel unit cap- 
able of speeds in excess of 160 kph. Comprising 
two locomotives (one at each end) and five carri- 
ages, it has been designed and built by Common- 
wealth Engineering in close consultation with 
British Railways, who designed the 200 kph HST. 
Reference to the design of XPT bogies can be found 
in issue No 2, Volume 19, of ROA Network, pp 51-54. 
Lima's model of the XPT unfortunately isn't. 


acetone 


253 HST, repainted to represent an XPT. Lima 
has captured the brightly coloured XPT scheme 
quite well, with one major error. On the proto- 
type loco unit, the roof and part of the body 
are painted white, whereas on the model the pertin- 
ent sections are painted grey. One can repaint, 
but masking is made difficult due to the fact 
that the individual colours don't match up (they 
aren't in a straight line). Lettering is excel- 
lent, even the Comeng symbol being perfectly leg- 
ible, through a little fuzzy at the edges. 

On the track, the XPT towers over other HO 
models. Lima has installed high speed gearing, 
so the train runs fast, but is jerky at low speed. 
Running in improves low speed performance consider- 
ably. 

Criticisms aside, the model certainly looks 
the part. Being a devoted NSW modeller, I have 
always maintained that an overseas model repainted 
in NSW colours just isn't on, and, in a sense, 
I disapprove of this repaint. On the track, 
though, it looks like an XPT, anyone who is not 
familiar with an HST may be fooled, even though 
people ‘in the know’ wouldn't be. Weight of 
the power unit may be suspect, but not having 
a full five-coach set on hand, I haven't been 
able to test the unit fully. 

Summarising the disadvantages and advantages. 


DISADVANTAGES 


] A repaint of an overseas model. 


Z Errors in paintwork as described earlier. 

3 Colour application. 

4 Difterence in scale to other NSW models. 

5 Possible lack of weight in power unit. 

fo) Those awful Lima wheels. 

ADVANTAGES 

] Looks like an XPT, taking into account differ- 
ences between the two prototypes. 

Z Runs well. 

3 Casula wheels can easily be substituted. 

4 Lima has thoughtfully provided a pickup system 


in the dummy power unit, enabling lights to be 
fitted. 


5 Appeal of the model, especially to the younger 
generation. It may very well induce a lot of 
new NSW modellers. 


6 Lettering. 


1 will review the Trax 48 class and MH6 guards 
van as soon as [ can get hold of them - hopefully 
in the next issue of Journal. 
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CLASSIC QR RAIL MOTORS 


by S Malone 


Some may consider that the Queensland Railways 
had the largest selection of weird and wonderful 
light self-propelled passenger vehicles known, 
and, in this series, we hope to show you some 
of these unusual pieces of rolling stock in plan 
form. If these drawings get you going, modelling 
wise, you have a good start to build one (or more) 
of these wonderful rail motors of the Queensland 
Railways. These plans were originally in HO 
Size, but they've been blown up to around S stale 
Su you can have a good look at them, With the 
recent advancements in motor and gearbox design, 
modelling one of these little gems may not be 
as hard aS it used tu be. 


Here's some details of the three plans in 
this issue. 


TOP No 6 - named ‘Captain Cook', a 45 hp 
Napier. This rail motor saw service on 
the isolated Cooktown - Laura line. 

MIDDLE Nos 12, 13 and 20 - 40 hp Studebaker 

LOWER Nos 13, 15 and 24 - 45 and 65 ph Napier 


Our thanks to K McDonald who drew the draw- 
ings - borrowed from Arthur Robinson's collection. 
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A_LETTER FROM MARJ DURHAM 


Even though it is a month since the Exhibition 
it has been suggested to me that readers of ‘The 
Branchline'’ might be interested to know of a ser- 
vice at the Exhibition that tends to be overlooked 
by many of the ardent modellers - the tiny corner 
allotted to the Nibble Bar and its hard worked 
volunteers. For three days, they continuously 
dashed up and down their 10' x 10' of space, pour- 
ing teas and coffees, serving sandwiches, pies 
Or biscuits, cans or sweets, smiling at all and 
sundry, and piling up the one cent pieces into 
the wonderful gross total of $2128.42, which cover- 
ed all expenses for the Nibble Bar and kitchen, 
and showed a clear profit of $430.59. 

The kitchen provided two evening snack teas, 
174 two-course dinners and a lovely spread for 
the presentation of the trophies won by participat- 
ing hobbiests at the Exhibition, and one cucumber 


sandwich. These preparations were ably carried 
out by a few wives and daughters of some of the 


members of AMRA and one very staunch male, who 
happily ran at the ladies’ beck and call for the 
three days. Without Norm, we could not have 
managed and without the 13 ladies, you would not 
have been fed cost free for the weekend. 

Some of the public complimented the ladies 
in the Nibble Bar on the reasonable prices, which 
I feel adds to the attractiveness of taking the 
family to the Exhibition. Next year, if meals 
are once again undertaken, more help will be re- 
quired in the morning hours to help with the prep- 
aration of the meals, as found by the few willing 
workers of this year. 


HHH HEHE HHH HHH 
ADVANCE NOTICE 
The countdown is progressing towards’ the 


launch of the 1984 Railway Modelling Competition 
in November, so please be sure your models are 
ready for the launch - unlike the space shuttle. 


Pare ss HH HH HHH HHH 
WELL DONE 
Your Committee has received some letters 


of congratulation from both the trade stands and 
from visitors to the 1984 Model Railway Exhibition. 
All were very pleased with the showput on by you, 
the members, thanking us all for our efforts during 
the Exhibition. Once again, take a pat on the 
back, all those involved. Well done! 
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THE FLEXICHAS SYSTEM 


If you've thought about putting a compensated 
chassis under vour latest acquisition, but have 
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been put off by the "it's too difficult for me 
syndrome, it would be worth reading Perserverance's 
advertisement on page 313 of the June issue of 
‘Model Railways’. Perserverance have put togethe: 
a ‘complete’ kit special to go under the lL.ima 
GWR/BR 94XX O-6-U pannier tank. The kit appears 
to contain almost everything you could need for 
this conversion. The only things missing appear 
to be a few small tools which most modellers would 
have in their tool box anyway. The kit is design- 
ed specifically for OO gauge. 


Ted 
HHH HHH HHH HH HHH 
LIBRARY NOTES 
Change otf l|ibrarian - change of format - 
I hope! 
We have acquired some 'new' books at the 


recent auction as follows: 


RAILWAY CARRIAGE ALBUM (2nd Edn) - G M Kitchenside 

Over 240 pages of black and white photos and text 
in all pre-nationalisation groupings on the British 
scene Great tor detailing! (Cat No 00137) 


KALTLWAY STYLES IN BUILDING - M Bowers 
Almost 100 pages of black and white and colour 
plates ~ good stuff! (Cat No 00139) 


A HISTORY OF GWR GOODS WAGONS, PART II - Atkins, 
Beard, Hyde and Tourret 

Sorry, borrowed before 1 could review it! 

(Cat No 00138) 

WHEEL SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE MODELLER - M Sharman 
li it's not in this book, forget it - it isn't 
correct! (Cat No 06038) 


HISTORTC WAGON DRAWINGS IN 4 mm SCALE - F .J Roche 
Wagons for all British groupings in full detail. 
(Cat No 09007 ) 


New books for the Library. Are they of 
Interest to others” OK - tell me more. Provide 
me with title, author, price, publisher and/or 
where obtainable, ISBN No ...., and they could 
well appear on the Library shelves. 

The latest issues of the usual magazines 


are now available - how about Leighton Buzzard 
in ‘Railway Modeller’ for May? Magnificent!' 

Did you know that the most unpunctual train 
in Australia 1s the 8.08 am from Essendon to Mel- 
bourne City. lt achieved a 97% record for late 
starting in the period March to August 1978! 

Did you know that the largest platform in 
Australia was a Kalgoorlie, but now No 1 Platform 
at Flinders Street Station in Melbourne is the 
largest. It extends for 2322 feet (707.7 metres). 

See you next issue. 

"Hirus Manuscriptus' 


Librarian 
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PROGRAM 

OCTOBER 

1 Mon Timetable operation at Haltwhistle-on- 
Tyne (see note 1) 

6 Sat Club Projects Day (see note 2) 

10 + £Wed General Club Activities (see note 3) 

15. Mon Club Projects Evening (see note 4) 

20 Sat General Club Activities 

24 Wed Club Projects Evening 

29 Mon 'Scenery for all Seasons' with Dick 
Smart (see note 5) 
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PROGRAM NOTES 


Note 1; We are getting better at it, 
get the trains to run on time, so join in 
enjoy a different facet of model railways. 


we even 
and 


Note 2: Come and join in with the construction 
of the new N gauge layout. Please let Simon 
Mead know if you have a preference for building 
baseboards, trees, scenery, making model buildings, 
etc, to help with this project. 


Note 3; Do your own thing! Check through 
the Trade Cupboard, thumb through the latest 


Library acquisitions, run your own gear on the OO 
and the N gauge layouts, chat to other members, 
work on @lub projects ~ you name it, you can do it 
(within limits)! 


Note 4; The aim of these days is to work on 
Club projects, such as library cataloguing, layout 
maintenance and the upgrading of the Club's facil- 
ities generally. On these days the layouts will 
not be available and che Library will only be 
open for browsing and borrowing at the tea break 
and at the end of the meeting. 


Note 5: 
Strations on scenery for all seasons the 
Way' as we run into the summer months. 


Some nice practical ideas and demon- 
"Samrt 
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TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


(2000 hours) 
(1400 hours) 


The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
prior to the starting time. 

All meetings will be held at the Clubrooms, 
upon Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated. 
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8 pm 
2 pm 


Mondays and Wednesdays 
Saturdays 
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OLD COLOURS FOR NEW! 
The May edition of 'Rail Enthusiast' has 
some nice photographs of a British Rail Class 


50 diesel loco that has been repainted and lined 
out in GWR Brunswick Green to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the Great Western Railway next 
year. 

The loco chosen was 50007 '‘'Hercules'§ and 
changes include renaming to ‘Sir Edward Elgar’, 
along with new brass number plates and crests. 
Castle class loco number 7005 was the last loco 
to be named ‘Sir Edward Elgar' and was taken out 
of service over 20 years ago, but the reintroduc- 
tion of the name and livery has been met with 
mixed reactions from the UK enthusiasts. Some 
are obviously not fans of the Great Western Rail- 
way ! 

How about a class 87 electric in LMS Crimson 
Lake and an HST in LNER Garter Blue, or for the 
Southern Railway fans, an electro-diesel in Mala- 
chite Green. 

Could it be true, or is it just rumour, that 
GWR fans are bulk buying Lima class 50 diesels 
all over Perth following British Rail's lead with 
"Sir Edward Elgar'??? 

Ed (The Editor) 
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LAYOUT NOTES 
The Haltwhistle-on-Tyne layout has been 


reassembled following the Model Railway Exhibition 
and 1s now available for use at most Club meetings. 
1 would like to thank all those people who helped 
with the transport, and operation of the layout 
before, during and after the Exhibition. 

The Branch Committee recently endorsed the 
decisions reached at the N Gauge Layout discussion 
on 14 April on the proposed concept and track 
plan. The Committee also approved the demolition 
of the Branch's old wooden crowd barriers. This 
was done on 7 July and the timber salvaged for 
use in the construction of the N Gauge layout. 
Detailed planning is now in hand preparatory to 
the actual commencement of construction work. 

Since the last issue of 'The Branchline' 
went to press, the Committee approved the purchase 
of two new locomotives: 

An N gauge Rivarossi Y6B 2-8-8-2 Mallet steam 

outline locomotive 

An OO gauge Mainline BR 'Jubilee' 4-6-0 with 

the low sided Fowler tender 

Further locomotive purchases 
for the 00 gauge layout. 

Plans are afoot to display the N gauge layout 
(this may end up like Dame Nellie Melba making 
innumerable ‘final’ appearances!) at the Stock 
Road Markets (4 and 5 August) and to display the 
UO gauge layout at Noranda Square Shopping Centre 
(30 and 31 August and 1 September). 


are planned 


Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


HH HH HH HH H 


NAME BADGES 


Having been a member of the Branch for only 
a short time, I find that there are many faces 
to which I cannot put names. I do have to admit 
to having a poor memory for names, although I 
feel I am not alone on this. I would therefore 
encourage members to wear their name badges at 
all of the Club meetings. I appreciate that 
some people do not like wearing badges, but please 
consider that the wearing of name badges can elim- 
inate embarrassment on the one hand by people 
who cannot remember names and on the other, removes 
the need for a new member to repeatedly introduce 
himself or herself. The badges could also elim- 
inate the situation where a member might not speak 
to someone because they do not like to admit to 
forgetting his or her name. 

If any members would like replacement name 
badges, please contact a Committee member at your 
next visit to the Club. 
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Kevin 
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Following a recent suggestion, the Committee 
would like to receive plans for a small layout 
to display at shopping centres showing the average 
modeller new to the hobby what may be accomplished 
using proprietary products. Your design should 
aim to be a 'midway' between a train set and a 
fully advanced layout. 

Features to be included are as follows: 


i Continuous run 

Z Use proprietary products as much as possible 

3 Be within the capability and pocket of the 
average modeller 

4 Resemble the prototype as much as possible 

5 Baseboard or baseboards to be portable 


(suggested sizes are 6' x 4' or 8' x 6', but 

these are only a guide) 
6 Possible use as a 'U-Drive' layout 
7 OO and/or N gauge 

Completed plans, along with approximate costs 

and a list of products you would like to see used, 
to be handed or addressed to the Committee as 
soon as possible, please. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN ? 


MODEL RAILWAYS FOR MAY. Hedges from scrap 
material. Branchline Album Part 4. An exper- 
ienced modeller ventures into 7 mm scale modelling. 
Stan Catchpol's Railway Workshop looks at outside 
closets and lean-to sheds (modelling them, not 


as places to put your model railway!). Tain 
Rice's ‘East Suffolk Light' covers the baseboard 
building, trackwork and basic electrics. Proto- 


type information on the Maryport and Carlisle 
O-4-4T. Soldering Is Easy should be read by 
anyone who thinks they can't, or doesn't know 
how. Part 2 of the ‘Cement Mixers' (Thompson 
Ll 2-6-4 tanks of the LNER) concludes the construc-— 
tion and gives prototype information and reterences 
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MODEL RAILWAY CONSTRUCTOR FOR MAY. Loco- 
motive kit construction, part 1. Collectors' 
Corner -— Rovex Nurnberg Trade Fair report. Begin- 
ners' guide to tank wagons. Datafile - GWR aust- 
erity signal box at Burghclere and M and GN passen- 
ger brake van. The Leeds Model Company story. 


Ke Hse K HHH 


RATLWAY MODELLER FOR JUNE. Building a pier. 

A bridge from drinking straws. Compensation 

for O pauge wagons. Included in this issue is 

a pull-out bookiet ‘Holiday Guide to Railway At- 

tractions’ which is a must for anyone holidaying 

in the UK with a view to Seeing something of the 

railway scene. Kach attraction is described 

giving, brietily, the location, when open, what's 
to be seen and how much. 

Ted 
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TALKING POINTS 


After all the hard work as Exhibition Manager 
this year, Alan Porter is now busy researching 


for a new layout (or suite of layouts!). The 
prototype(s) chosen for this project is(are) in 
Devon — Churston, Brixham and Kingswear - three 


stations at the end of the GWK singie track main 
fine around Tor Bay. Although the Brixham branch 
was Closed in 1963, the other two stations stiil 
exist, albeit in much reduced size. They are 
operated by the Durt Valley Railway Company, which 
took over the line- south from Paignton in 1972 
when British Rail closed the line. Alan tells 
me he is looking forward to his retirement next 
year and sees the creation of a suite of three 
related stations as a project to keep him occupied 
for quite a tew years. Without making any size 
concessions, he believes that each station Can 
be modelled within a 20 feet space and each one 
gives plenty of opportunity for ‘beyond the railway 
fence’ modelling! 


HERE HHERE 


Someone else who has been very busy this 
year is Graham Watson whose '‘Bindiup' layout was 
completed just in time for the 1984 Exhibition, 
with help from fellow WAGR modellers’ involved 
in the ‘York! project. Graham can now enjoy 
running the trains on the layout and has also 
begun to build a WAGR ‘A' class 2-6-0 in 5n3j 
using a Spud power truck to provide the whoomph 
in the tender of the loco. Plasticard will be 
used for the bodywork, with the wheels from North 
Yard in New Zealand. The A class, when finished, 
will be in unlined black, as is correct for the 
prototype. 
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Henry Brooks is at present developing Peco 
back scenes to give just the right look along 
the back of his 188 feet Long OO gauge GWRK layout. 


AMRA Journal 


Qther projects to come in the near future for 
Henry include the ‘'building' of many trees and 
shrubs to give the right feel to his layout, which 
features rolling English countryside, recalling 
tound childhood memories. 

It HHH HH HH 

Yet another GWR fan is Ken Collett (with 
a mame like that, he couldn't model any other 
railway!), and his layout is being built to P&4 
Standards, featuring a small branchline terminus. 
Although the track plan is fairly simple, the 
actual construction is time consuming because 
Ken is making full use of scale rail chairs for 
realism, 

Ken 1S particularly keen on building GWR 
wagons, uSing both brass and plastic kits. Some 
of the latter are carefully altered to represent 
the variations between wagons of the Sdailie Lype 
found on the prototype. 
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RALLWAY MODELLING COMPETITION 


Another Railway Modelling Competition, open 
to all modellers, is to be conducted by the Aust- 
ralian Model Railway Association (WA Branch). 

The competition will be heid either late 
in October or early in November, at a venue to 
be advised. 

Entry forms for the competition are available 
from Hobby Shops, the Secretary of AMRA (WA) at 
PO Box 60, Marylands 6051, the AMRA Clubrooms, 
other model railway club secretaries and by appli- 
cation to the Competition Co-ordinator on the 
form at the foot of this page. There will be 
an entry fee of $1 per person (regardless of the 
number of models entered), which should accompany 
the entry form, 

The Competition will be judged in the follow- 
Ing Categories: 
| Locomotives - Scratchbuilt 

-~ Kit built/modified 
~ Ready to use moditied 


2 Rolling Stock - Scratchbuilt 
- Kit built/modified 
- Ready to use modified 


3 Structures ~ Scratchbuilt 
- Kit built/modified 
-~ Ready to use modified 


Trophies will be awarded in all the above 
categories, There will be a special trophy, 
'The Ossie Guliy Cup' for the best model overall. 
Also there will be a trophy for the best model, 
overall, of a Western Australian prototype, and 
tte best model, overall, by a junior (under 16). 

Entries will be required to be delivered 
to the venue (to be advised) between 1000 arid 
1100 hours on the day of the Competition. Att 
open night will be held that evening from 1930 
hours with the presentation of trophies at 2030 
hours. 

Details of the judging system being used 
are available for guidance of modeliers. The 
rules tor the Competition are to be found on the 
back of the ‘Judging System' sheet. For further 
uiformation, ring Graham Watson on 454 5974 or 
post the coupon below to - 


The Competition Co-ordinator 
PO Box oO 
MARYLANDS 605] 


PLEASE SEND ME FULL DETAILS AND ..... ENTRY FORMS 
FOR THE RAILWAY MODELLING COMPETITION. 

NAME (please print) ee ee ee ee ee re 
ADDRESS 
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GALLERY 
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Things settled down to normal after the May 
Exhibition, and everyone is making use of the 
Clubroom facilities. It's good to see a couple 
of new members taking part, and the Clubroom layout 
System is seeing regular - hectic at times - use. 
With experienced operators at the panel, four 
trains are running at one time on the system with- 
out problems. The combination of single and 
double tracks between balloon loops or termini 
with the branch works out very well and enjoyable 
to all who get involved, Also good to see members 
becoming more interested in realistic Operations 
(timetablas, slower speeds, shunting, trains that 
mean something, etc) - especially among the younger 
tellas. 

Of course, things are not always perfect, 
and some radical things do happen (speed trails - 
long trains, etc), but these are forgiven if it 
happens at quiet times. Various members have 
taken on small areas to detail and many of these 
are progressing well. 

Big Jim has recently completed a Signal box 
which goes in the centre of the angle at Bijimbee, 
and what a wonderful creation it is. Made mostly 
from card, etc, it is a model of the Yarongmulu 
Signal box on the QR Main Western Line. Yarong- 
mulu is the next station west of Grandchester, 
the QR's first bush terminus, and it is in quite 
an isolated location - on top of the little Liver- 
pool Range. He modelled it mainly from a photo 
in the ARHS publication ‘Look Out For Another 
Train', 

Karl has recently completed the Bi jimbee 
turntable, and now has been commissioned to do 
one for Hillview - one of the main termini. 

At the other end of the system, Port Jessie, 
an automatic system was installed to turn locos 
on the balloon/angle arrangement out of sight 
in the next room. No space was available at 
this terminus for loco turning, and this new system 
is simple to use, once shown, and the loco's pro- 
gress is plotted by LEDs on the local panel. 
Access to this facility for loco turning must 
first be approved by the main control. 

Tony is progressing well on a model of the 
Signal box at Normanby to be installed at Wallsend. 
The cliffs overlooking the trackage at this loca- 
tion are very similar to that at the throat to 
Roma Street yard near Normanby, and the Signal 
box mounted at Normanby will suit the Wallsend 
location very well. Two measuring and photograph- 
ing trips were made before plans were drawn and 
work started. The model is being made in 4 mm 
(00) scale to blend in with HO, 00 and Sn3} rolling 
stock equally. 


On the HOn34 (TT) 12 mm track scene, all 
track is complete and Cec recently installed the 
local panel near Wallsend. Cec's Cl7s and Geoff's 


1250 class have been seen running on the 12 mm 
recently. 

While on the TTn34, N scale system, new member 
James Yuille, has been welcomed to take over the 
other half of the system which has been idle for 
This will work in very well with 


some time. 


; 10 CITY 
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Geoff Perkins who is doing the other half. Geoff 
has just installed a very professional type control 
panel for his half which uses an old fluoro light 
case for the main part. Telecom type switches 
have been fitted and it looks very good indeed. 

James is an American N gauge modeller, however 
he says he's tempted to buy some OO scale English 
models for occasional use on the 16.5 mm section. 

Meanwhile, John Hill has been’ continuing 
with the bottom station of the HOn3 (10.5 mm) 
system, Finely detailed wooden structures for 
use here include a coal stage and loco depot seen 
at Belgrave (Puffing Billy), Victoria. These 
have been beautifully done and substantially 
weathered, 

Many English (00) and American (HO) models 
have been seen using the Clubroom network recently 
which is good to see. American heavyweight pass- 
enger trains hauled by USRA light pacific (Darren 
Standfast) and a Y6B (Cec Wall's) have been in 
operation. * 

Un a personal note; by the time you read 
this, Neil Johnman will be married to Julie - 
we wish them every success and happiness. We 
thank Neil for his work in the past in helping 
new members in scratchbuilding QR models, going 
as far to hold special evenings at home to es pec-— 
ially assist those interested. 

Also, we wish to congratulate Jerry Jirasek 
on his appointment as an engineer at Ipswich Work- 
shops. He has a lot to do with locomotives and 
rail cars and his work is. very interesting. 

Ken Edge-Williams has recently gone into 
the snack bar business in Central Queensland. 
His business is in the town of Thangool, and has 
the best food around - so he tells us! He hopes 
to eventually promote it as some sort of tourist 
attraction (The Big Train Cafe), with a cut out 
BB18% on the roof and a 1200 class in the park 
opposite, maybe. Perhaps model trains will de- 
liver orders and_ food? Anyway, Ken plans to 
build his Winton Junction layout out the back, 
and says he sometimes gets some modelling done 
in between customers. So drop in and say ‘Hi 
and eat' if you are in the area, 

Ken runs the local model railway club which 
has clubrooms in the Biloela showgrounds, and 
they put on a two-day show every year in conjunc- 
tion with the local show. Mostly QR Sn34 and 
Australian HO is used on the layout. They do 
alright, even though they've only got three or 
four members. Ken is presently promoting Sn34 in 
the Coastal Cities of Central Queensland and has 
recently produced a small handbook on ‘Introduction 
to QR Sn34' which includes several plans, scratch- 
building hints, a plug for AMRA membership, plus 
more. Ken has produced the majority of QR Sn34 
wagon moulds, many of which have had interesting 
and time saving ideas. He would like to see 
more kits available for QR Sn34 popular wagons, 
plus possibly a short run of the QR Cl7 or PBIS5 
which are the most difficult to make, yet the 
most numerous on the QR. | 
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BRANCH MEETINGS 


At our June monthly meeting, John Hill demon- 
Strated his techniques of weathering. A short 
article written on this topic by John is enclosed 
in this Journal, 

Cec Wail, at our July meeting, continued 
the series on 'Electrics for Model Railways’. 

This time he dealt with diodes - their history, 
types and uses for this simple unit. It was 
a most informative lesson tor most. The use 
of a diode matrix for simple and cheap point motor 
control for even complex situations was simply 
explained. 

At short notice, the Union Pacific Model 
Railway Club invited us to their open day early 
in August. Their large HO (NMRA) US style layout 


is now almost complete after over 10 years. 
It was interesting to see another club in action, 
however, I think most would agree that we cannot 
improve too much on what we've already got. The 
UP club put on a timetable running display which 
looked very good, however, it was a little slow 
getting started for the impatient. 


AMRA Journal 


BRANCH TIMETABLE 

Meetings continue as normal at the Branch 
Clubrooms, Ground Floor, South Brisbane Railway 
Station, Grey Street, South Brisbane. The Club- 
rooms are normally open every Thursday evening 
from around 6 pm and every Saturday afternoon 
from noon. Our monthly meeting is held on the 
4th Thursday of the month from 7.30 pm. Running 
sessions on the Club layout are on the lst Thursday 
evening and 3rd Saturday afternoon. On other 
Thursdays and Saturdays, the Clubrooms are open 
for general Clubroom activities. 

For the older or retired members, a special 
daytime gathering is held on the 3rd Thursday - 
these are oganised by Ken Innes, 

The Branch's annual Camp at the Border Loop 
near Cougal is planned for the weekend 6/7 October. 

Members are reminded that the Branch's Annual 
General Meeting for 1984 is to be held on Thursday 
evening, 25 October, starting at 7.45 pm. Reports 
from officers and general elections to be held. 
See 'Green Board' for details. 


A regular sight at the Clubrooms 
is Matthew Hill with his NSWGR 59 
class on a goods train. 


*CRAFTON’ NSWGR HO 


by Steve Malone 


Here is some more shots of the NSWGR -— CRAFTON 
layout seen at the AMRA Queensland Branch Exhi- 
bition in May this year. This is the work of 
Rodney James of Grafton, northern NSW, and it 
really shows you what fine scale NSW HO modelling 
is all about. The layout is loosely modelled 
on Grafton and is craftily named ‘'CRAFTON'. 
Rumour has it that this layout will be on display 
at a future NSW Branch Exhibition soon. 
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32 and 36 class locos depart 
Crafton platform. Note’ the 
gangers working and the water 
in the tank. 
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5248 and 53605 wait for their turn 
in the goods yard. 


The other end of the loco shed - 
goods yard is behind. 


Part of the large loco depot. 
A 38 passes under the sand tower, 
while two other locos rest outside 
the shed. 
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Various classes of NSWGR’ steam 
rest in an open storage area. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


increased participation in 
the competitions for July and August meetings 
was most pleasing to an incoming President. 
I hope that this increase in participation will 
continue throughout the year. 

The competitions are to encourage your partic- 


Members, your 


ipation in the hobby. The standard modelling 
categories are selected to widen the range of 
subjects you model, rather than to concentrate 


on your favourite aspect of the hobby. Photo- 
graphing the prototype is to ensure that you ob- 
serve and gather information for future reference 
for your modelling. 

I am gratified by the response of the members 
to my appeal for assistance with the collating 
of Journal. If this is an indication of your 
support [ may expect in the future, it will be 
a great year. 

Sunday 24 February 1985 is an Open Day at 
the Clubrooms. Members of kindred organisations 
are invited to share friendship of the hobby with 
us. Country members would be most welcome. 
If country members were to attend in number, then 
a program of items associated with the hobby could 
be arranged for the weekend. Would country mem-— 
bers considering attending the Open Day, please 
contact me by letter to 55 Creek Road, Mitcham 3132 
within three weeks of receiving this Journal so 
that a program can be prepared for the number 
attending. 

The Branch has progressed in many ways since 
I was previously President, and I will endeavour 
to ensure that progress will continue with your 


support. 
Jack Treseder 


FS Extensions to the Clubrooms have commenced. 


HHKEK HHH REKEK 


VICTORIAN BRANCH BUYERS' GUIDE 


Buyers’ Guide was apparently a popular publi- 
cation in AMRA's earlier days. For the benefit 
of new members to the hobby, I thought we should 
try to reinstitute the guide. In my selection 
of items here, I have not included model railway 
items as these are available from your favourite 
hobby shop. But what about tools and other items 
not found in these shops? I hope you find this 
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information useful, and further contributions 
would be welcome. 
CORK Use for track underlay. Available in 


1/8" thick 3' x 2' sheets for $4 from Cork Flooring 
Centre, 520 Camberwell Road, Camberwell South. 
Also available in 1/16" and }" thicknesses. 


Since the demise of 
these are harder to find. 
Jewellers' Supplies Pty Ltd., 4th Floor Century 
Building, 125 Swanston Street, Melbourne. They 
have tiny drills with 1/8" shanks, cut-off disks 
for small hand held drills, burrs, piercing saws 
and many other items of interest. , 


the Model 
Try Keodak 


SMALL TOOLS 
Dockyard, 


with 
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PLASTER 
Picton Hopkins Australia Pty Ltd, 138 Bell Street, 


Doing a big job? Buy in bulk from 


Preston, Quick setting casting plaster is $7 


for a 40 kilo bag. 


CASTING _ RESIN RTV rubber moulding material, 
expanding foam from Daystar, 55 Little Latrobe 


Street, Melbourne. 


LIQUID LATEX For rock casting moulds’ from 
R F Services, 80 Lothian Street, North Melbourne. 


ELECTRONIC PARTS From Active Electronics (form- 
erly Ellistronics), 289 Latrobe Street, Melbourne, 
Magraths, 55 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne, Ritronics 
directly opposite Magraths, Radio Parts Group, 
562 Spencer Street, West Melbourne. 


ARTISTS MATERIALS Matte and Gloss Medium from 
Eckersleys, 55 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, Deans 
Art Materials, 3608 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, 
Norman Bros (many stores). 


ALUMINIUM FRAMING May be useful for stands, 
light stands. Alcan's Qubelok is a 1" x 1" mod- 
ular system, Available from Alcan Aluminium 
Centre, Corner Bell and Albert Streets, Preston. 
Roger Lloyd 
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LIBRARY NEWS 


I think that after Leon Oberg's spectacular 
Locomotives of Australia, we were all a bit dis- 


appointed in his diesel book. Lots of infor- 
mation, lots of pictures, but just generally 
messy - text and photos badly related, for in- 


_g, Stance. 


Now the publishers have more than made amends, 
the new edition of Locomotives of Australia. 
It comes as something of a shock to realise that 
it is nine years since the first edition, but 
this new edition does bring it home. The XPT 
is included, as are the Hamersley 50 class and 
their massive, American-styled 60s, NSW's’ 8ls 
and 86s, and our own C class. As well, delight- 
fully, the ‘Pendennis Castle', operated by the 
Pilbara Railway Historical Society, gets a special 
mention. 

Older articles are brought up to date: the 
sudden withdrawal of South Maitland's apparently 
thriving 10s is included. The section on preserv- 
ed locomotives is greatly extended. 

The format is now A4. Reids can be congrat- 
ulated on a well presented, massive collection 
of useful information. 


G Freeman Allen is the editor of Modern Rail- 


ways International Review, in which he sets out 


to fill the gap in one's knowledge of railway 
developments outside one's own country, with refer- 
ence, not only to technology, but also to develop- 
ment aims and to the economics of the game. So 
here's the book if you want to see (with lots 
of pictures) how the Dutch are coping, new urban 
trains in the USA, modern narrow gauge in Switzer- 
land, or Canadian Pacific's merry-go-round coal 
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trains (12 700 tonnes, 12 locos, 
stop each trip). 
dered - good luck for the Library. 


A welcome donation from a member - BR Diesel 
Lots of photos 


Miscellany 1, edited by G Weekes. 
of modern-image BR. ae 


The Illawarra Environmégntal Heritage Committee 
released in 1980 a 170-page Gazetteer of Industrial 
Sites in Wollongong-Shell Harbour-Kiama Districts. 
Tt was recognised that there were gaps in the 
research nd that one of these was [ndustrial Steam 
The gap has now been amply filled 
by K McCarthy with his Gazetteer of Industrial 
Steam Locomotives, Illawarra District, NSW, prepar- . 
ed for the Committee and published by ARHS (NSW 


Locomotives. 


Division), with a grant from the Committee. 


It's both interesting and encouraging that 
environmentalists, industrial archaeologists and 
specialist historians should have got together 
We modellers can certainly learn 
Mode liing 
sites and operations that now come in the realm 
of industrial archaeology should pose some very 
real, non-theoretical questions. It could also 


in this way. 
from them, and perhaps encourage them. 


be fun. 


The book covers 123 different locos, and 
details their movements between owners, as some 
A surprising 
amount is recorded on each (which loco fel! off 
the Kiama breakwater?), and, though the book is 
printed by offset from typed originals, it is 
illustrated - I think a photo for every loco - 

and the illustrations are very well reproduced 


jobs finished and new ones started. 


indeed. 


We tend to think that Australia only really 
This is another 


had government-owned railways. 
reminder of how far that was from the truth. 


Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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GFNERAL NEWS 


July General Meeting was Auction Night, and 
Our resident auctioneer, Branch ‘Treasurer’ and 
Stirrer, Stuart Westerman, was in his best voice 
Moral: If you want to scratch your ear, dou't. 
Or, at least, wait until the auctioneer's’ back 
is turned! A successiul fun night, but we did 
miss Frank Sheeran and his ‘green hand’. Yes, 
he has reacquired it after putting it up for auc- 
tion a couple of auctions ago. 

Competition results were as follows: 
Photographic Competition - Model Pointwork 

Slide John Harry 824 points 

Print John Harry 85 points 
Modelling Competition - Australian Produced Kit 

David Brown VR T Van 80 points 

August meeting was entitled 'Flash Yours', 
and it produced a fascinating miscellany of railway 
pictures, both prototype and model, from several 
continents. Thank you to all who contributed 
their treasures for the enjoyment of the meeting. 

Competition results were as follows: 
Photographic Competition - Prototype Signal 


Slide Geoft Brown 924 points 
Print Geoff Brown 90 points 


Modelling Competition - Open Modelling 


Kits - motive power T Walsham 70 points 
rolling stock D Brown 60 points 
Scratchbuilt 
Buildings W Morehouse 60 points 
K Stone 72 points 
Rolling stock B Race 60 points 


The Branch Program for the remainder of the 
year is reproduced for general information. 
Ron Thomas 


“4400 milée nion- 
Published 1980 and now remain- 


No 162 Page 149 


OCTOBER 
7 Sun Operating Day - 2 pm - Club USA Stock 
Lt Thur GM - Building a Station - W Morehouse 
Model - Open ~ Standard Categories 
~Photo - Model Station 


28 Sun. Running Day - 2 pm - your equipment 
NOVEMBER 
4 Sun Operating Day - 2 pm - Club UK Stock 


8 Thur GM - President's Mystery Night 
| Model - Australian Produced Kit 
Photo - Prototype Turntable 


1] sun Working Bee - JO am 
29 Sun Running Day - 2 pm - your equipment 
DECEMBER 
2 Sun Operating Day - 2 pm - Club Australian 
SLOCK 
13 Thur GM - Christmas meeting 
Model - HG Armstrong Trophy 
Photu - Model Turntable 
30. Sun Running Day - 2 pm - your equipment 
JANUARY 1985 
6 Sun Operating Day - 2 pm - Club USA Stock 


10 Thur No meeting - running night only 
No competition 


27 ~~ Sun Kunning Day - 2 pm - your equipment 


General Meetings are held at the Clubrooms 
on the second Thursday of each month, commencing 
at 8 pm. The Clubrooms open at 7.30 pm for oper- 


ation of your train on the Club layout prior to. 


the meeting. 

Construction and maintenance on the Club 
layout 1s held every Tuesday night, except the 
Tuesday betore general meetings. Special operat- 
ing days using Club equipment are held on the 
first Sunday and running days for your own equip- 
nent (subject to operating tests) are held on 
the last Sunday each month, commencing at 2 pm. 


FACES AROUND THE BRANCH 


David Brown seen here at the Ballarat Exhibition, 
David models NSW prototype, and has improved since 
joining AMRA. 

Photo by Roger Lloyd 
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It is pleasing to be able to announce that 
the work around the front of the Clubrooms is 
nearing completion. The main delay was because 
of the usual red tape that has to be cut when 
dealing with local councils. As soon as_ the 
deal was signed, the work commenced, and the new 
fence was erected. The big delay now stopping 
the project is that they are waiting on the county 
council (electricity) to move the big pole, and 
thus allow them to complete the job. Since we 
have lost some parking space with the change, 
we ask that members give some thought to the place 
they park and try not to block access to driveways, 
etc. 

The transistor controller clinic held recently 
proved most successful, with a number of people 
making controllers. This was a surprising result 
because there was originally no interest in the 
project. While on the subject of controllers, 
members operating the wall layout are asked to 
take more care when using the small controllers. 
It seems that almost every operating day they 
are dropped on the floor, and it has become a 
full time job just repairing controllers. Lately 
it seems that people have been dropping more than 
just controllers. On a recent running day, a 
member's model was dropped by another person. 
The annoying part of it was that the person involv- 
ed was only a visitor and has not been seen since. 
We can only ask members to ask the owner of any 
model if they can pick it up and if anyone sees 
a visitor touching models, they should tell the 
duty officer (eyes on - hands off). 

On the layout, scenic work has’ continued 
over the past few months with the usual few doing 
all the work. It seems that most people seem 
to have ideas as to what should be done to layouts 
or tell you what needs fixing, but somehow we 
never seem to see these people at work nights 
(Wednesday night for those who have forgotten). 
Scenery work on the O gauge layout has progressed 
in recent weeks, thanks to Frank Peck, This 
layout is continually developing into a top layout. 
The wall layout is receiving some attention at 
the Read end. On this project the electrical 
branch (Me), has been installing some point motors, 
and this project should be complete by the time 
you read this. Another group has been working 
on a small portable N gauge layout that will be 
offered as a prize in the guessing competition 
at the Exhibition. 


On 11 August 1984, a small, extremely small, 
group turned up to clean the Clubrooms. The 
mess was incredible. The stains on the floor 
from coffee, tea and soft drinks took hours to 
clean up. We ask that if you do drop something 
on the floor that you mop it up. Thanks to Bruce 
Norton, Dave Bennett and John Skillo, the place 
looks respectable again. 

The library continues to grow in size, with 
a recent addition being a huge pile of AMRA Jour- 
nals going back many years. This should just 
about give us a full set, It was approved to 
buy a full set of Baily books. These should 
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price 


soon be on the shelf. With the rising 
of some of the overseas (English/American) maga- 
zines, many people have stopped buying’ them. 


By being in the library you have access to these 
Magazines, as well as a large number of books. 
Anyone wishing to join the library should see 
Bob Wardrop. 

We still sell PVA glue to members. This 
is presently sold at $4.50 per litre. The only 
condition is that you bring your own containers. 
Recently Bruce Norton came across some bargains. 
He was selling some small boxes containing a C&K 


switch, double pole/two position with a _ small 
PC board that had an LED, seven diodes and a resis- 
or. The switch alone was valued at over $2, 


but we were selling the lot for only $1 or 90¢ 
each in quantities of 10 or more. Listed below 
is the program until the New Year. 

Happy railroading. 


Bob Gioia 

PROGRAM Branch Reporter 
OCTOBER 

6 Sat Layout operation 

12 Fri Layout operation 
20 Sat Modelling competition 
26 Fri Film night 
NOVEMBER 

| Sat Auction 

9 Fri Slide night 

17 Sat Discussion - kit assembly 

23. Fri Layout operation 

DECEMBER 

] Sat Layout operation 

7 Fri Film night 

1S Sat Layout operation 

21 Fri Mystery night 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Sir ’ 


I'm very interested in Railways and hoping 
that perhaps someone in the Victorian AMRA might 
like to swap information (photos, books, etc) 
about Westrail for Vic Rail. I am 14 years of 
age and when I leave school I hope to get a job 
as a locomotive driver. My main interest is 
the diesel locomotives, horsepower, etc. 
Hoping to hear from you goon. 


weight, 


Yours truly 

Darren Macauley 

25 Brockway Road 
CLAREMONT WA 06010 
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